Mercury Policy Recommendations

(from an ad hoc group that met in Rio de Janeiro

during the 5th International Conference on Mercury as a Global Pollutant, May 23-28, 1999)

During the Rio mercury conference, 17 attendees from six countries met informally to assess future policy options and suggested the following recommendations for consideration and discussion.  

A.  National Priorities Need to be Considered.  The economic status and culture of each country must be considered when setting national goals for mercury reduction.

B.  Reduction is Desirable Now.  We know enough about mercury to justify reduction of anthropogenic emissions worldwide, even in the absence of specific source-receptor relationships.  However, each continent or large geopolitical area should collaboratively develop mercury emission inventories so that targets can be set and reductions can be assessed.  Monitoring of environmental mercury concentrations is desirable, but is not needed prior to action.

C.  Use of Mercury Should be Eliminated.  Reducing and, ultimately, eliminating mercury use is the most effective means of reducing emissions.   There should be no public subsidy for mining mercury.  To reduce availability of mercury, scientific, technical, and socio-economic studies need to be undertaken to assess permanent retirement options for mercury.

D.  International Cooperation is Needed.  Countries should think beyond their own borders about ways to reduce mercury releases.  Trade agreements between developed and developing countries should incorporate financing options for mercury management initiatives.

E.  Emissions Should be Reduced in the Most Cost-Effective Manner.  Scientific research is needed to identify the most cost effective options to reduce mercury emissions worldwide.  Economic mechanisms need to be found  to finance the most cost-effective projects.

F.  Mercury Reductions Should be Integrated with Other Pollutant Reduction Initiatives.  For mercury emissions incidental to other activities (e.g., coal combustion, smelting), mercury control should be considered in conjunction with control of other pollutants, such as SO2, CO2, and trace contaminants.

G.  An International Mercury Policy Discussion is Needed.  A forum for scientifically-informed international policy discussion is needed, especially  in conjunction with  the next Conference on Mercury as a Global Pollutant. 

